The READ Center has received a $10,000 Grant from The UPS Foundation in Support of Adult Literacy

Grant targets eliminating barriers to adult literacy

RICHMOND, VA – March 10, 2011 – The UPS Foundation, the charitable arm of UPS (NYSE:UPS), has awarded a $10,000 grant to The READ Center in support of the organization’s efforts to help adults with low-level reading skills achieve independence through literacy.

The grant will help fund the Richmond-based READ Center’s educational programs, learning materials and infrastructure projects.

The READ Center is the leading adult literacy organization in Virginia. Established in 1984, some 200 teachers and volunteers help students develop basic reading and communication skills. The Center offers literacy programs, including classroom training, one-on-one tutoring and educational programs that focus on improving life skills.

“Our students’ hard work and dedication to learning to read is helping them become more self-sufficient and self-assured.  They are able to transform their lives and achieve goals they never thought were possible,” explained Harriet Scruggs, Executive Director, The READ Center.  “This grant allows us to continue offering high quality programs to adult students free of charge – we wouldn’t be able to do this without financial support from community members and caring organizations like The UPS Foundation who are dedicated to promoting literacy.”  

To learn more about The READ Center and how the organization is empowering adult students in the community visit www.readcenter.org.
Since its founding in 1907, UPS has built a legacy as a caring corporate citizen. Through The UPS Foundation, it has identified specific areas where its backing clearly impacts social issues. In support of this strategic approach, The UPS Foundation has identified the following focus areas for giving: non-profit effectiveness, economic and global literacy, encouraging diversity, community safety and environmental sustainability.

The UPS Foundation has distributed nearly $44.6 million worldwide through grants in support for building stronger communities. 

“The UPS Foundation is committed to funding impactful programs that make a meaningful difference in our communities. We are proud to support The READ Center’s efforts to help adult students improve their reading skills, knowing the powerful ripple effect literacy has within the entire community,” said Ken Sternad, President of The UPS Foundation.
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